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Sunday 1st November 2020: All Saints Day 
 

W e l c o m e  t o  P r a y i n g  T o g e t h e r  b u t  S e p a r a t e l y  
 

HYMN: FOR ALL THE SAINTS 
sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields 

 

1 For all the saints who from their labours rest, 
 who thee by faith before the world confessed, 
 Thy name, O Jesu, be for ever blest: 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress and their might; 
 thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 
 thou in the darkness still their one true light: 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
3 O blest communion, fellowship divine. 
 we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
 yet all are one in thee, for all are thine: 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 But lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 
 the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
 the King of Glory passes on his way! 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
5       From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 
 through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
 singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost: 
 Alleluia, alleluia!     William W How (1823-1897) 
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION - ALL SAINTS DAY  
All Saints Day and the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed on All 
Souls Day both celebrate this mutual belonging. All Saints Day celebrates 
men and women in whose lives the Church as a whole has seen the grace 
of God powerfully at work.  It is an opportunity to give thanks for that 
grace, and for the wonderful ends to which it shapes a human life, it is a 
time to be encouraged by the example of the saints and to recall that 
sanctity may grow in the ordinary circumstances, as well as the 
extraordinary crises of human living.  The Commemoration of the Faithful 
Departed celebrates the saints in a more local and intimate key. It allows 
us to remember with thanksgiving before God those whom we have 
known more directly: those who gave us life, or who nurtured us in faith. 
Today, in this service, we celebrate the Saints and also give thanks for 
those we love but see no longer, who helped to shape our lives.  
 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
I am in the presence of the Living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

OPENING PRAYER  
God of holiness, your glory is proclaimed in every age: As we rejoice in the 
faith of your saints, inspire us to follow their example with boldness and 
joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

CONFESSION  
INVITATION: Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all 
the saints in earth and heaven.  Knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us 
ask from him both mercy and forgiveness. 
 

Lord you are gracious and compassionate: 
Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 
 

You are loving to all and your mercy is over all creation; 
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy 
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Your faithful servants bless your name and speak of the glory of your 
kingdom: 
Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 
 

ABSOLUTION : May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to 
be our Saviour forgive us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the 
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts by faith, and fills us 
with his love. 
 

We believe in God. The Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from 
on high. 
 

We believe in one God, Father Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

HYMN: YE WATCHERS AND YE HOLY ONES 
sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields 
1 Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
 bright Seraphs, Cherubim and Thrones, 
 raise the glad strain, Alleluia. 
 Cry out, Dominions, Princedoms, Powers, 
 Virtues, Archangels, Angels' choirs, 
 Alleluia. 
 
2 O higher than the Cherubim, 
 more glorious than the Seraphim, 
 lead their praises, Alleluia. 
 Thou Bearer of the eternal Word, 
 most gracious, magnify the Lord. 
 Alleluia. 

 
3 Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 
 ye Patriarchs and Prophets blest, 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 Ye holy Twelve, ye Martyrs strong, 
 all Saints triumphant, raise the song 
 Alleluia. 
 
4 O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
 supernal anthems echoing, 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 To God the Father, God the Son, 
 and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
 Alleluia.               Athelstan Riley (1858-1945) 
 

REFLECTION 
Breathe slowly and deeply.  
Ask God to speak to you through the passage that you are about to read. 
 

BIBLE READING: John 3: 1-3  
A reading from the first letter of John 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God, and that is what we are.  The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him: Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will 
be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.  And all who have 
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 

BIBLE READING:  Matthew 5.1-12  
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying: 
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‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 
 
(Read through the passage once. Read it quietly out loud but say each word 
out loud.  
Try and take note of any words or phrases that strike you.  
Say that word or phrase quietly out loud or underline it with a pen. 
Read the passage a second time.  
As you read, think about how the word or phrase you notice might speak to 
you today.  
After you have read the passage again, sit in silence and try and come up 
with a sentence or two that sums up what you think the word or phrase 
means for you today.  
 
Read the passage a third time and prayerfully think about what Christ has 
said to you). 
 
SOME THOUGHTS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION:  
 

This weekend we celebrate two days in the church calendar, All Saints Day 
and All Souls day.  
 

We’ll begin with All Saints day, on 1st November. All Saints is also known as 
All Hallowmans or All Hallows. ‘Hallow’ is something which is holy: the 
saints are holy, and that is why it is sometimes called ‘All Hallows’, more 
frequently ‘All Saints’.  
 

It is at this point that things get a little confusing. All Saints used to be a 
public holiday: and indeed still is in some countries. It was celebrated as a 
holiday in the USA, but gradually the day before began to take over. The 
day before is All Saints Eve, or All Hallows Eve, or Halloween. 
 

As American culture becomes all pervasive, most of us know more about 
Halloween than we do about All Saints. We know, for example, from films 
and sitcoms, that faces are carved into pumpkins. This came about from a 
Scottish tradition in which a face would be carved into a turnip. Carving 
faces into turnips was done to remember those who had died. Pumpkins 
were easier to grow in the US, were bigger and were easier to carve, and 
so this changed over time. Remembering the dead began to have dark 
overtones, and so the faces that were carved became scary or 
mischievous.  
 

But All Saints day itself was to remember those who are saints, those who 
had gone before us, those who had died. It was originally held to 
remember those saints whose names weren’t known but who had died for 
their faith – such was their belief in Jesus Christ that even when their lives 
were threatened, they died for what they believed in: the unknown 
martyrs.  This is of course, wholly commendable, we should remember the 
saints.  
 

We encounter the saints in the words of Jesus in our reading: Blessed are 
the poor in spirit – and so we could look at Francis and emulate him; 
blessed are the meek - we could look at a Mother Teresa’s character and 
emulate her. That is essentially what the word blessed means in what 
Jesus is saying – you should want to be like these people. 
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So All Saints is a great festival. It gets better when we realise the biblical 
truth that we are all saints.  
 
There is a Greek word ‘hagios’ which means holy person. Time and again it 
is used in the Bible to refer to people. Sometimes it is translated as God’s 
people, sometimes holy people. 
 
For example in Acts 9:32 we are told that Peter went to see God’s people 
in Lydda: God’s people is the word ‘hagios’: it means the saints. In Acts 
26.10 Paul admits that before he became a Christian he put many of the 
Lord’s people, or saints, in prison. In Romans 1:7 the letter to the Romans 
is addressed to all those who are loved by God and are his holy people… or 
saints. There are 6 other references to the saints in the letter to Romans 
alone. 
 
The next book of the Bible after Romans is 1 Corinthians. This letter is 
written to the Church in Corinth. It is addressed to those who are made 
holy by God and are called to be holy – to those called to be saints. I 
especially mention this because, later on in this letter, the same people 
who are called saints are shown to be a bunch of people who got it wrong 
on a lot of issues. 
 
At this point you could ask yourself a question: are we saints, or are we 
people who make mistakes? The answer to both of those questions could 
be ‘yes’.  
 
The Church in Corinth consisted of people who got drunk on the wine at 
the Eucharist, they were taking one another to court, they were arguing 
and falling out: these people are called saints. 
  
There follows at least 25 other references to saints in the Bible after this 
one in First Corinthians and each time it refers to ordinary people. 
 

And you’ll be pleased to hear that my history lecture is over and this is the 
point of the sermon today: 
 
Ordinary people are saints. Saints aren’t just those who do amazing, 
impossible things, things which we find hard to believe nowadays. What 
you do have to do is love and follow God, and change the world you live in.  
 
This in itself is a pretty difficult thing, impossible perhaps. It would be 
impossible, but God says that we don’t do it on our own, we do it with 
God’s help. In fact God himself comes and lives in our lives in the power of 
the Holy Spirit to help us live like that, to be who we were meant to be:  
 

Saints…with God’s help 
 

No one is a saint because of what they have done, saints are only saints 
because of what God has done for them and through them.  
 
In the Church the day after All Saints Day is All Souls Day and today we 
remember the souls of loved ones departed who we see no longer.  We 
thank God for their lives, and for their guidance and inspiration.  Later in 
this service we will light a candle in their memory.  

Rev Harry Steele 
A SHORT CREED  
Think how much the Father loves us 
He loves us so much that he lets us be called his children 
 
My dear friends, we are already God’s children, 
Though what we will be hasn’t yet been seen. 
 
We do know that when Christ returns,  
we will be like him, because we will see him as he truly is.  
 
We are indeed God’s children, now and in to eternity. 
This hope makes us keep ourselves holy, just as Christ is holy.  
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Based on 1 John 3.1-3 and taken from ‘All Age Lectionary Services: Year A’, 
SPCK 
 
PRAYERS  (DIFFERENT PRAYERS FROM TIMES AND SEASONS USED FOR RECORDED SERVICE) 
 
Lord we remember before you those who are struggling in life and feel 
they haven't got enough strength inside them to cope. 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
We remember before you those who have lost someone very special to 
them and are wandering along the dark valley of bereavement. 
 
Blessed are those who mourn  
for they will be comforted. 
 
We remember before you those who deliberately choose not to push their 
way through life treading on other people, but try to live in a gentler, more 
generous way. 
 
Blessed are the meek for they will inherit the earth. 
 
We remember before you those who give their time and effort to 
important causes, to fight against hunger, torture, or the exploitation of 
our planet. 
 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. for they will be 
filled. 
 
We remember before you those who turn their back on vengeance and 
bitterness, and so try to stop the cycles of destruction in our world, by 
showing the alternative way of Jesus. 

 
Blessed are the merciful  for they will be shown mercy. 
 
We remember before you the people who inspire us to live better lives: 
those who have a love and a joy in them which make us ashamed and 
determined to do better. 
 
Blessed are the pure in heart  for they will see God. 
 
We remember before you those who both on the world stage and in 
ordinary living give themselves to the task of making peace a reality. 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers 
for they will be called the children of God. 
 
We remember before you those who refuse to compromise on the truth, 
and are prepared to pay the price. 
 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
And blessed are we all when people insult us and falsely say all kinds of 
things about us because of Jesus Christ. 
Let us even rejoice and be glad, because great is our reward in heaven. 
Amen 

A prayer concerning the Coronavirus.  God of compassion, be close to those 
who are ill, afraid or in isolation. In their loneliness, be their consolation; in 
their anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their light; through him 
who suffered alone on the cross, but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen 
 
THE LIGHTING OF A REMEMBRANCE CANDLE FOR LOVED ONES DEPARTED.   
We light a candle for a loved one or loved ones for whom we wish to give 
thanks to God.   
 
HYMN: BE STILL FOR THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD (PLAYED BY NICHOLAS) 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here; 
Come bow before him now 
With reverence and fear 
In him no sin is found 
We stand on holy ground. 
 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here. 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, 
With splendour he is crowned: 
How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant king of light! 

 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place: 
He comes to cleanse and heal, 
To minister his grace - 
No work too hard for him. 
In faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place. 
 
PRAYER  
Almighty and everlasting God, who dost enkindle the flame of thy love in 
the hearts of the saints, grant unto us the same faith and power of love; 
that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we may profit by their examples, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.     Gothic Missal 
 
FAREWELL…. 
 
BLESSING May God give to you and to all those whom you love his comfort 
and his peace, his light and his joy 
 
HYMN: YE HOLY ANGELS BRIGHT 
Ye holy angels bright, 
Who wait at God's right hand, 
Or through the realms of light 
Fly at your Lord's command, 
Assist our song, 
For else the theme 
Too high doth seem 
For mortal tongue. 
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Ye blessed souls at rest, 
Who ran this earthly race 
And now, from sin released, 
Behold your Savior's face, 
His praises sound, 
As in his sight 
With sweet delight 
Ye do abound. 
 
Ye saints, who toil below, 
Adore your heavenly King, 
And onward as ye go 
Some joyful anthem sing; 
Take what he gives 
And praise him still, 
Through good or ill, 
Who ever lives! 
 
My soul, bear thou thy part, 
Triumph in God above: 
And with a well-tuned heart 
Sing thou the songs of love! 
Let all thy days 
Till life shall end, 
Whate'er he send, 
Be filled with praise! 

 
 


