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Sunday 25th October 2020: Bible Sunday – Matthew 24.30-35 
 

W e l c o m e  t o  P r a y i n g  T o g e t h e r  b u t  S e p a r a t e l y  
 

HYMN:  We have a gospel to proclaim.    sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 We have a gospel to proclaim, 
 good news for all throughout the earth; 
 the gospel of a Saviour's name: 
 we sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 
2 Tell of his birth at Bethlehem 
 not in a royal house or hall 
 but in a stable dark and dim, 
 the word made flesh, a light for all. 
 
3 Tell of his death at Calvary, 
 hated by those he came to save, 
 in lonely suffering on the cross; 
 for all he loved his life he gave. 
 
4 Tell of that glorious Easter morn: 
 empty the tomb, for he was free. 
 He broke the power of death and hell 
 that we might share his victory. 
 
5 Tell of his reign at God's right hand, 
 by all creation glorified. 
 He sends his Spirit on his Church 
 to live for him, the Lamb who died. 
 

 
6 Now we rejoice to name him King: 
 Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
 This gospel-message we proclaim: 
 we sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 

Edward J Burns (born 1938)  © Edward J Burns 
 

 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
I am in the presence of the Living God, Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Merciful God, teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, 
that trusting in your word and obeying your will 
we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
PSALM 119.9-16 
9  How shall young people cleanse their way  

to keep themselves according to your word?  
10  With my whole heart have I sought you;   

O let me not go astray from your commandments.  
11  Your words have I hidden within my heart,   

that I should not sin against you.  
12  Blessed are you, O Lord;  O teach me your statutes.  
13  With my lips have I been telling   

of all the judgements of your mouth.  
14  I have taken greater delight in the way of your testimonies than in 

all manner of riches.  
15  I will meditate on your commandments  

and contemplate your ways.  
16  My delight shall be in your statutes   

and I will not forget your word.  
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CONFESSION 
(Come let us return to the Lord and say) 
 

Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 
Like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us; 
Deliver us from judgement; 
Bind up our wounds and revive us;  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
ABSOLUTION 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to himself and cleanse 
us from all our sins that we may behold the glory of his Son, the Word 
made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
Source of all being and life, 
The one for whom we exist? 
All: We believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
Who took our human nature, 
Died for us and rose again? 
All: We believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
Who gives life to the people of God 
And makes Christ known in the world? 
All: We believe and trust in him. 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen 

REFLECTION 
Breathe slowly and deeply.  
Ask God to speak to you through the passage that you are about to read. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Nehemiah 8.1-4a (5-6) 8-12  

All the Israelite people assembled as one man in the square before the 
Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of 
Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.  

So on the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who 
were able to understand. He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he 
faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, 
women and others who could understand. And all the people listened 
attentively to the Book of the Law.  

Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. 
Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was 
standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. Ezra 
praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and 
responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshipped the 
LORD with their faces to the ground. The Levites also read from the Book 
of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the 
people could understand what was being read.  

Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 
who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is sacred to the 
LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been 
weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.  

Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send 
some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. 
Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”  

The Levites calmed all the people, saying,  

“Be still, for this is a sacred day. Do not grieve.”  

Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food 
and to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words 
that had been made known to them.  

HYMN: Thanks to God whose word was spoken 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
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1 Thanks to God whose word was spoken 
 in the deed that made the earth. 
 His the voice that called a nation, 
 his the fires that tried her worth. 
 God has spoken: God has spoken: 
 praise him for his open word. 
 
2 Thanks to God whose word incarnate 
 glorified the flesh of man. 
 Deeds and words and death and rising 
 tell the grace in heaven's plan. 
 God has spoken: God has spoken: 
 praise him for his open word. 
 
3 Thanks to God whose word was written 
 in the Bible's sacred page, 
 Record of the revelation 
 showing God to every age. 
 God has spoken: God has spoken: 
 praise him for his open word. 
4 Thanks to God whose word is answered 
 by the Spirit's voice within. 
 Here we drink of joy unmeasured, 
 life redeemed from death and sin. 
 God is speaking: God is speaking: 
 praise him for his open word. 
 

R T Brooks (1918-1985). © 1954 Hope Publishing Company 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Colossians 3.12-17  

As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect unity.  

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 
you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as 
you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 
God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 24.30-35 

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. And he will send out 
his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you 
see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

SERMON 

HYMN Lord, thy Word Abideth. sung by St Martin’s Voices 

1 Lord, thy word abideth, 
 and our footsteps guideth; 
 who its truth believeth 
 light and joy receiveth. 
 
2 When our foes are near us, 
 then thy word doth cheer us, 
 word of consolation, 
 message of salvation. 
 
3 When the storms are o'er us, 
 and dark clouds before us, 
 then its light directeth, 
 and our way protecteth. 
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4 Who can tell the pleasure, 
 who recount the treasure, 
 by thy word imparted 
 to the simple-hearted? 
 
5 Word of mercy, giving 
 succour to the living; 
 word of life, supplying 
 comfort to the dying. 
 
6 O that we discerning 
 its most holy learning, 
 Lord, may love and fear thee, 
 evermore be near thee. 

Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877) 
 

PRAYERS 

The prayers for Bible Sunday are based on the Beatitudes and taken from 
John Pritchard’s ‘The Intercessions Handbook, p.110 

Lord we remember before you those who are struggling in life and feel 
they haven't got enough strength inside them to cope. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

We remember before you those who have lost someone very special to 
them and are wandering along the dark valley of bereavement. 

Blessed are those who mourn  

for they will be comforted. 

We remember before you those who deliberately choose not to push their 
way through life treading on other people, but try to live in a gentler, more 
generous way. 

Blessed are the meek  

for they will inherit the earth. 

We remember before you those who give their time and effort to 
important causes, to fight against hunger, torture, or the exploitation of 
our planet. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness 

for they will be filled. 

We remember before you those who turn their back on vengeance and 
bitterness, and so try to stop the cycles of destruction in our world, by 
showing the alternative way of Jesus. 

Blessed are the merciful  

for they will be shown mercy. 

We remember before you the people who inspire us to live better lives: 
those who have a love and a joy in them which make us ashamed and 
determined to do better. 

Blessed are the pure in heart  

for they will see God. 

We remember before you those who both on the world stage and in 
ordinary living give themselves to the task of making peace a reality. 

Blessed are the peacemakers 

for they will be called the children of God. 

We remember before you those who refuse to compromise on the truth, 
and are prepared to pay the price. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

And blessed are we all when people insult us and falsely say all kinds of 
things about us because of Jesus Christ. 

Let us even rejoice and be glad, because great is our reward in heaven. 
Amen 

A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS 
God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. In 
their loneliness, be their consolation; in their anxiety, be their hope; in 
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their darkness, be their light; through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen 

THE ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (INTRODUCED BY A CHORUS BY NICHOLAS) 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament,  
I love You above all things,  
and desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.   
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen 

THE BLESSING 
Hear the teaching of Jesus: 
‘Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’  
So go now to do God’s Will:  
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be with you and remain with you forever more.   
Amen 

 

HYMN     Thou whose almighty word. sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Thou whose almighty word 
 chaos and darkness heard, 
 and took their flight; 
 hear us, we humbly pray, 
 and where the Gospel-day 
 sheds not its glorious ray, 
 let there be light. 
 
2 Thou, who didst come to bring 
 on thy redeeming wing 
 healing and sight, 
 health to the sick in mind, 
 sight to the inly blind, 
 O now to all mankind 
 let there be light. 
 
3 Spirit of truth and love, 
 life-giving, holy Dove, 
 speed forth thy flight; 
 move o'er the water's face, 
 bearing the lamp of grace, 
 and in earth's darkest place 
 let there be light. 
 
4 Blessed and holy Three, 
 glorious Trinity, 
 Wisdom, Love, Might; 
 boundless as ocean's tide 
 rolling in fullest pride, 
 through the world far and wide 
 let there be light.    

John Marriott (1780-1825), Thomas Raffles(1788-1863 
 


