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First Sunday of Advent 29 November 2020 
 

W e l c o m e  t o  P r a y i n g  T o g e t h e r  b u t  S e p a r a t e l y  
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 

HYMN  
     O come, O come Emmanuel, 
                And ransom captive Israel, 
                That mourns in lonely exile here, 
                Until the Son of God appear. 
                Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
                Shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

2              O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
                Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
                From depths of hell Thy people save, 
                And give them victory o'er the grave. 
                Refrain  
 

3              O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
                Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
                Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
                And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
                Refrain  
 

4              O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
                And open wide our heavenly home; 
                Make safe the way that leads on high, 
                And close the path to misery. 
                Refrain  
 

5              O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
                Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
                In ancient times didst give the law 
                In cloud and majesty and awe. 
                Refrain  
 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
Mary’s song is joined with the voice of Isaiah 
And with our own melodies of hope.  
The deserts of the harsh summers will blossom again, 
The cool waters will flow into parched lives. 
The dread cold of winter will be warmed by creative love 
And those who have been pushed to the edges of the world 
Will sit in the centre of the feast. 
Our waiting is coming to an end, 
The time is near for the great thanksgiving, 
The welcome to the God who is with us forever. 
Let us worship God! 
 
Psalm 80: 1-8. 18-20 
R: Turn us again, O God; show the light of your countenance, and we shall 
be saved 
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
You that led Joseph like a flock; 
Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the Cherubim, 
Before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up your mighty strength and come to our salvation. R 
 
O Lord God of hosts,  
how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 
You feed them with the bread of tears;. 
You give them abundance of tears to drink. 
You have made us the derision of our neighbours  
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. R 
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Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand, 
The son of man you made so strong for yourself. 
And so will we not go back from you; 
Give us life, and we shall call upon your name.  R 
 

CONFESSION 
When the Lord comes, 
 He will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
And will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.  

Cf 1 Corinthians 4:5 
 

Turn to us again, O God our Saviour, 
And let your anger cease from us: 
Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy 
 

Show us your compassion, O Lord, 
And grant us your salvation: 
Christ have mercy.  Christ have mercy. 
 

Your salvation is near for those that fear you, 
That glory may dwell in our land: 
Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy 
 

ABSOLUTION. May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save 
sinners, bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. Amen 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
From whom every family 
In heaven and earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
Who lives in our hearts through faith, 
And fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
Who strengthens us  
With power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin 
to the light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
BIBLE READINGS:  (CAN BE FOUND ON THIS WEEK’S READING SHEET) 
 

ISAIAH 64: 1-9 
 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9 
 

HYMN: ALL FOR JESUS 
All for Jesus--all for Jesus, 
this our song shall ever be; 
for we have no hope, nor Saviour, 
if we have not hope in thee. 
 
All for Jesus--thou wilt give us 
strength to serve thee, hour by hour, 
none can move us from thy presence, 
while we trust thy love and power. 
 
All for Jesus--at thine altar 
thou dost give us sweet content; 
there, dear Saviour, we receive thee 
in thy holy sacrament. 
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All for Jesus--thou hast loved us; 
all for Jesus--thou hast died; 
all for Jesus--thou art with us; 
all for Jesus crucified. 
 
All for Jesus--all for Jesus-- 
this the Church's song shall be; 
till, at last, the flock is gathered 
one in love and one in thee. 
 

MARK 13: 24-37  
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. 
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power 
and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away. 
‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—
for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ. 

SERMON BY NIGEL 
 

HYMN LO HE COMES WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING 
Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 

 once for mortal sinners slain; 
 thousand thousand saints attending 
 swell the triumph of his train: 
 alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 
 God appears on earth to reign. 
 
2 Those dear tokens of his passion 
 still his dazzling body bears; 
 cause of endless exultation 
 to his ransomed worshippers: 
 with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
 gaze we on those glorious scars. 
 
3 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
 high on thine eternal throne; 
 Saviour, take the power and glory, 
 claim the kingdom for thine own: 
 O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly, 
 alleluia! come, Lord, come! 

 
SILENCE During this time of quiet invite Jesus in to your hearts.  
 

Followed by: 
MARANATHA! Come Lord, 
Dwell in our hearts, full of grace and truth 
MARANATHA! Come Lord, 
That we might live prophetic lives 
MARANATHA! Come Lord, 
 Make us one, as You and the Father are one 
MARANATHA! Come Lord, 
 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” 
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OUR PRAYERS: INTERCESSION – ‘THE HOPE OF ADVENT’    
Lord Jesus Christ, we remember today how so many looked forward to 
your coming, but we remember also how it became harder to go on 
believing as the years went by: 
How hope started to splutter and dreams began to die until, finally you 
came – 
The fulfilment of prophecy, 
The culmination of God’s purpose, 
The definitive expression of his love. 
Lord of all, the Word of flesh, 
Bring hope to your world today. 
 

We remember with gladness how you brought hope throughout your 
ministry,  
A sense of purpose to those for whom life seemed pointless – 
The poor, sick, outcasts and broken hearted – 
Light shining in their darkness, 
Joy breaking into their sorrow, 
New beginnings in what had seemed like the end. 
Lord of all, the Word of flesh, 
Bring hope to your world today. 
 

Hear now our prayer for those caught today in the grip of despair – 
Those for whom the future seems bleak, 
Optimism seems foolish, and trust seems futile.   
Reach out in love and may light shine into their darkness. 
Lord of all, the Word of flesh, 
Bring hope to your world today. 
 

Hear our prayer for those whose goals in life have been thwarted,  
Whose dreams have been shattered,  
Who have grown weary, cynical and disillusioned. 
Reach out in love and rekindle their faith in the future. 
Lord of all, the Word of flesh, 
Bring hope to your world today. 

Hear our prayer for those who mourn, 
Or who wrestle with illness, or who watch loved ones suffer. 
Reach out in love and grant them your strength and comfort. 
Lord of all, the Word of flesh, 
Bring hope to your world today. 
 

Hear our prayer for those whose lives are blighted by injustice,  
Crushed by oppression, poverty, hunger,  
and encourage all who work against the odds to build a better world. 
Reach out in love and grant the assurance of your coming kingdom. 
Lord of all, the Word of flesh, 
Bring hope to your world today. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
We remember your promise to come again in glory, 
The culmination of God’s purpose, 
The ultimate victory of love. 
May that conviction bring new faith, new vision, and new purpose 
wherever life seems hopeless. 
Lord of all, the Word of flesh, 
Bring hope to your world today. 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray 
by Nick Fawcett from a Common Worship Year 3 Miscellany 

 

A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS 
God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
in their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Music we listen to 'Wachet auf’ by Bach 
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AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING: May God himself, The God of Peace, make you perfect and 
holy, and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body, 
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and those you love, 
today and evermore 
 
Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN:  

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life, 
when the clouds unfold their wings of strife? 
When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain, 
will your anchor drift, or firm remain? 

Refrain: 
We have an anchor that keeps the soul 
steadfast and sure while the billows roll; 
fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love! 

Will your anchor hold in the straits of fear, 
when the breakers roar and the reef is near? 
While the surges rage, and the wild winds blow, 
shall the angry waves then your bark o'erflow? [Refrain] 

Will your anchor hold in the floods of death, 
when the waters cold chill your latest breath? 
On the rising tide you can never fail, 
while your anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain] 

Will your eyes behold through the morning light 
the city of gold and the harbour bright? 
Will you anchor safe by the heavenly shore, 
when life's storms are past for evermore? [Refrain]


