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Sunday 6th December 2020: Advent 2  

 
W e l c o m e  t o  P r a y i n g  T o g e t h e r  b u t  S e p a r a t e l y  
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 
WORSHIP SONG: LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
Recorded by the Musicians of Holy Trinity Platt Church (Soloist: Katie Ritson) 
 

1 Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore you 
Hope of a life spent with you 
 
So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

 
2 King of all days 

Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly you came to the earth you created 
All for love's sake became poor 
 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
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Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

Chris Tomlin 
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 
 
GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
 
I am in the presence of the Living God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
 
A voice cries out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 

 
CONFESSION 
 
Turn to us again, O God our Saviour, 
 and let your anger cease from us: 
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Show us your compassion, O Lord,  
 and grant us your salvation: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Your salvation is near for those that fear you, 
 that glory may dwell in our land: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again  
as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God.  
Amen. 
 
HYMN: COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS  
 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free, 
 from our fears and sins release us, 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 
2 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art; 
 dear desire of every nation, 
 joy of every longing heart. 
 
3 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child and yet a king, 
 born to reign in us for ever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 
BIBLE READING: ISAIAH 40: 1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
   double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
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   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, 
   their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
   surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
   but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
   lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
   ‘Here is your God!’ 
See, the Lord God comes with might, 
   and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
   and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
   and gently lead the mother sheep. 

BIBLE READING:  MARK:1-1-8  
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,  
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way, 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’’ 
 
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to 
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John 
was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts 
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and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON BY STEVE 
 
HYMN: ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY 
 
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 come then and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings from the King of kings! 
 
2 Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 
 and furnished for so great a guest. 
 Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
 for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
 our refuge, and our great reward; 
 without thy grace our souls must fade 
 and wither like a flower decayed. 
 
4 Stretch forth thine hand, to heal our sore, 

and make us rise to fall no more; 
once more upon thy people shine, 
and fill the world with love divine. 

 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
 whose advent sets thy people free, 
 whom, with the Father, we adore, 
 and Spirit bless, for evermore. 
 

Jordanis oras praevia  Charles Coffin (1676-1749)  
Translated John Chandler (1806-1876) 

PRAYERS 
Holy God, ever with us and ever on your way towards us, we look to you this Advent, 
willing your kingdom to come.  
Come to us in the many guises of love; meet our longing; enter our waiting; give life to 
our hoping. 

Your kingdom come: Your will be done 

Advent God Hope of the hopeless, you alone give us reason to go on.  
Give hope to those who this day all over the world are hungry for basic gifts — food to 
stop the children aching with hunger, a home to give them shelter and that they can call 
their own, education to open the door to a job and justice to give everyone a chance. 
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Give hope to those who are sick or in despair.  
Give hope to those suffering from the pandemic whether through sickness, the loss of 
loved ones or financial hardship.  
And in a moment of silence bring before God any known to you personally who are sick 
or suffering for any reason at this time.  
Pray that God will give them hope and healing. 

Your kingdom come: Your will be done 

Advent God, Love of the loveless, you are the One who never fails to love to the limit. 
You love without question the loveless, the unlovely and the unlovable.  
May we do the same. We’re aware of people or groups of people whom we instinctively 
reject because of what they’ve done to us or what they represent to us. In a moment of 
silence we recall them in our hearts right now…………………..  
Give us strength to love; give them strength to respond. And give us gentleness to love 
ourselves as well. God of love give love to the loveless. 

Your kingdom come: Your will be done 

Advent God, Joy of the joyless, you are the source of inexhaustible delight.  
In a world of desperate pleasure, stale smiles, loneliness and despair, open wide the 
place where true joys can be found.  
We pray for those who face Christmas and the New Year with deep apprehension, 
knowing it to be a time where much true poverty is revealed — poverty of love, of friends, 
of purpose, of spirit.  
We know how true this is, this year. Help us to show the way to true joy. 

Your kingdom come: Your will be done 

Holy God, this Advent we set ourselves to longing again — longing and waiting and 
hoping. We long for your kingdom to come and for this world to be transformed, for it to 
be on earth as it is in heaven.  
So come, our Advent God, with the promise of a new birth, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Your kingdom come: Your will be done 

A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS 

God of compassion be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. In their loneliness, 
be their consolation; in their anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their light;  
through him who suffered alone on the cross, but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen. 
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MUSIC: 'O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM’ [O GREAT MYSTERY’] BY MORTEN LAURIDSEN 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
May the Lord, when he comes,  
find us watching and waiting.  
Amen. 
 
Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
 
HYMN: LONG AGO PROPHETS KNEW 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Long ago, prophets knew  
 Christ would come, born a Jew,  
 come to make all things new;  
 bear his People's burden,  
 freely love and pardon.  
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   
 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   
 When he comes,  
 when he comes,   
 who will make him welcome?  
2 God in time, God in man,  
 this is God's timeless plan:  
 he will come, as a man,  
 born himself of woman,  
 God divinely human.  
 Chorus  
 
3 Mary hail! Though afraid, 
 she believed, she obeyed. 
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 In her womb, God is laid: 
 till the time expected, 
 nurtured and protected, 
 Chorus  
 
4 Journey ends! Where afar 
 Bethl'em shines, like a star, 
 stable door stands ajar. 
 unborn Son of Mary, 
 Saviour, do not tarry! 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   
 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   
 Jesus comes!  
 Jesus comes!  
 We will make him welcome!  

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 
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SOME THOUGHTS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION:  
 
In the life of the church today many people will be lighting a second candle of the Advent  
Wreath either at home or at church. The candle  today is traditionally  lit in honour and in  
remembrance  of prophets that are spoken about in the Bible. Traditionally  the third 
candle is lit in honour   of John the Baptist   who is spoken of in the Gospel today. John 
was an unusual  name in his family given to him by his father Zechariah who was  married 
to Elizabeth, whom we hear about in Luke’s gospel.  Elizabeth was the cousin of Mary 
((Luke 1:63). As an adult John is called the Baptist because of the many baptisms he did,  
some of which were in the river Jordan.  
 
Sometimes, because we call John the Baptist, we can forget that John was a prophet like 
those in the Old Testament despite the fact that he has no book named after him like 
Amos and Hosea. Yet again in the Christian tradition, which stems from the Gospel, John 
is seen as something more than a prophet as Jesus says of him - 
 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has risen no one greater than John 
the Baptist” (Matthew 11:11) 
 
John’s link to the prophets who have gone before him  is seen today when Mark connects 
the life and words of the prophet Isaiah to the life and words of John. He then connects 
the life of John with the life of Jesus, showing a continuity in their mission and purpose.  
“ I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” Mark 1:8. 
Luke has also done the same thing  when he  records Elizabeth saying, “Why should this 
great thing happen to me, that my Lord’s mother comes to visit me?”  (Luke 1:43) 
The way Mark connects Jesus’ life and message with that of the prophets is seen again in 
the story of the transfiguration where Jesus is in conversation with the prophets Moses and 
Elijah. (Mark 9:4). 
In the Gospel there is real tension between the life and message of the prophets and the 
life message of the priests and the religious establishment, with the priests’ desire for the 
status quo, self-preservation, power, and rules of exclusion. In this there is nothing new in 
this often open hostility between priests and prophets as is clearly seen in the life of Amos 
and Jeremiah. It could be said that this tension between priests and prophets  is one way 
of explaining why John and Jesus were executed. Jesus points to this tension in Matthew 
23:32-36.The tension between priests and prophets is  often seen also in the history of the 
church at various times, right to the present day. 
More often than not the voice of John and the prophets, and Jesus for that matter, is the 
“voice of one crying in the wilderness”,  a voice sometimes of hope and more often a voice 
of anguish. "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, 
how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, and you were not willing.” (Matthew 23:37) 
 
 One of the constant themes in the voice of anguish of the prophets is a simple one. It is a 
dangerous one that has always and will always cause suffering, rejection, even 
destruction of the prophets  and their  message and, as we have seen in Jesus’ death, at 
the  hands of priests and religious institutions. For John and the prophets, the message 
was that a righteous life was a whole of life experience, it could not simply be reduced to 
worship at shrines and temples and in obeying a written law of ritual and cultic worship. 
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For the prophets their message is a call to what Micah says, “O mortal, what is good. And 
what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.” (Micah 6:8) 
It is a total giving of the heart, with no compromises, to the relationship with God and 
God’s people, it is  a Covenant of faithfulness, mercy and justice for all in the Kingdom of 
God, that is here now, and yet is still to come; hence the words of the Magnificat which 
again is the voice of the prophet. 
“He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in 
their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up 
the humble.”(Luke 1 :51-52) 
 
A question which we might want to stay with a little longer with today is,  
“What is the life and message of the prophet saying in my heart  now when he says, 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight?”  
 


