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4th. Sunday of Epiphany and Candlemas  

31st January 2021 
 

W e l c o m e  t o  P r a y i n g  T o g e t h e r  b u t  
S e p a r a t e l y  

 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

 
HYMN: HAIL TO THE LORD WHO COMES ST M F 
1 Hail to the Lord who comes, 
 comes to his temple gate! 
 Not with his angel host, 
 not in his kingly state: 
 no shouts proclaim him nigh, 
 no crowds his coming wait; 

2 But borne upon the throne 
 of Mary's gentle breast, 
 watched by her duteous love, 
 in her fond arms at rest; 
 thus to his Father's house 
 he comes, the heavenly Guest. 

3 There Joseph at her side 
 in reverent wonder stands; 
 and, filled with holy joy, 
 old Simeon in his hands 
 takes up the promised child, 
 the glory of all lands. 

4 Hail to the great First-born, 
whose ransom-price they pay, 
the Son before all worlds, 
the child of man to-day, 
that he might ransom us 
who still in bondage lay. 

5 O Light of all the earth, 
thy children wait for thee: 
come to thy temples here, 
that we, from sin set free, 
before thy Father's face 
may all presented be. 
            John Ellerton (1826-1893) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Lord Jesus Christ, Light of the nations and glory of Israel: 
make your home among us, and present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, your God and our God 
 

PSALM 24 (1-6) 7- END 
R: The Lord of hosts: he is the King of glory 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it, 
    the compass of the world, and those who dwell therein; 
2 For he has founded it upon the seas, 
    and set it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 
R: The Lord of hosts: he is the King of glory 
 
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 
    or who can rise up in his holy place? 
4 Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, 
    who have not lifted up their soul to an idol, 
    nor sworn an oath to a lie.  
R: The Lord of hosts: he is the King of glory 
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7 Lift up your heads, O gates! 
    be lifted up, you everlasting doors; 
    and the King of glory may come in. 
8 “Who is the King of glory?” 
  “The Lord, strong and mighty, 
    the Lord who is mighty in battle.” 
R: The Lord of hosts: he is the King of glory 
 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 
    and be lifted up, you everlasting doors; 
    and the King of glory may come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory?” 
  “The Lord of hosts, 
    he is the King of glory.” 
R: The Lord of hosts: he is the King of glory 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE AND THE ABSOLUTION 
Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ:  
‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me shall never walk in 
darkness but shall have the light of life.’  Let us therefore bring our sins 
into his light and confess them in penitence and faith. 
 
Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image in us.  
we are sorry and ashamed, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light. 
Amen 
 

ABSOLUTION:  

Hear Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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BIBLE READINGS: 
REFLECTION 
Breathe slowly and deeply.  
Ask God to speak to you through the passage that you are about to read. 
 

MALACHI 3: 1-5 
A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi 

Thus says the LORD God: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the 
way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he 
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to bear witness 
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 
falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the 
widow and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do 
not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

This is the word of the Lord 
 

HEBREWS 2: 14- END 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
 

Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise 

shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the 

one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those 

who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death.  For it is 

clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of 

Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in 

every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 

in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of 

the people.  Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is 

able to help those who are being tested. 

 

HYMN: IN A WORLD WHERE PEOPLE WALK IN DARKNESS 

1 In a world where people walk in darkness, 
 let us turn our faces to the light, 
 to the light of God revealed in Jesus, 
 to the daystar scattering our night. 
 For the light is stronger than the darkness  
 and the day will overcome the night,  
 though the shadows linger all around us,  
 let us turn our faces to the light.  

2 In a world where suffering of the helpless 
 casts a shadow all along the way, 
 let us bear the cross of Christ with gladness 
 and proclaim the dawning of the day. 
 Chorus  

3 Let us light a candle in the darkness, 
 in the face of death a sign of life; 
 as a sign of hope where all seemed hopeless, 
 as a sign of peace in place of strife. 
 Chorus 

                Robert A Willis (born 1947). © Very Revd Robert A Willis 
 

THE GOSPEL LUKE 2: 22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
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holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated 
in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,  
 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel.” 

 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”.  

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage,  then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 
left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day.  At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

SERMON 
 
 
 

HYMN: LIKE A CANDLE FLAME STM CHORAL SCHOLARS 
1 Like a candle flame, 
 flick'ring small in our darkness. 
 Uncreated light 
 shines through infant eyes. 
 God is with us, alleluia,  
 God is with us, alleluia,  
 come to save us, alleluia,  
 come to save us,  
 alleluia! 

2 Stars and angels sing, 
 yet the earth sleeps in shadows; 
 can this tiny spark 
 set a world on fire? 
 Chorus  

3 Yet His light shall shine 
 from our lives, Spirit blazing, 
 as we touch the flame 
 of His holy fire. 
 Chorus 

Graham Kendrick (born 1950) © 1998  
Make Way Music, PO Box 263, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 5AP, UK. info@makewaymusic.com. 

International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
OUR PRAYERS 
We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the Church. 
You have called us into the family 
of those who are the children of God. 
May our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
be strengthened by your grace. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, 
in your mercy hear us. 
You have called us to be a temple 
where the Holy Spirit can dwell. 
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Give us clean hands and pure hearts 
so that our lives will reflect your holiness. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 
You have called us to be a light to the world, 
so that those in darkness come to you. 
May our lives shine as a witness 
to the saving grace you have given for all. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 
You have called us to be members of your body, 
so that when one suffers, all suffer together. 
We ask for your comfort and healing power 
to bring hope to those in distress. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 
You have called us to be the Bride, 
where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom. 
Prepare us for the wedding feast, 
where we will be united with you for ever. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, 
you have called us into fellowship with all your saints. 
We unite our prayers with theirs 
and ask for grace to serve you with joy 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for all eternity. 
Amen. 
 

A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS 
God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
in their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Lord God, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna, 
And showed them the infant King. 
Give us grace to put all our trust in your promises, 
And the patience to wait for their fulfilment; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

HYMN – WE LISTEN TO THE NUNC DIMITTIS  
PLAINSONG, ARR. JOHN HARPER  SUNG BY ST MARTIN’S VOICES 

Now Lord you let your servant go in peace: 
your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen: the salvation; 
Which you have prepared: in the sight of every people, 
A light to reveal you to the nations: 
and the glory of your people Israel.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and shall be forever. Amen 

Luke 2.29-32  

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
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I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;      
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS  
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 
according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen : 
thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared : 
before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high has broken 
upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 
death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you 
  

HYMN: KING OF GLORY, KING OF PEACE 
RECORDED REMOTELY BY THE CHORAL SCHOLARS OF ST MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS IN THEIR 

HOMES, AND EDITED TOGETHER. 

1 King of glory, King of peace, 
 I will love thee; 
 and that love may never cease 
 I will move thee. 
 Thou hast granted my request, 
 thou hast heard me; 
 thou didst note my working breast, 
 thou hast spared me. 
 
 Wherefore with my utmost art 
 I will sing thee, 
 and the cream of all my heart 
 I will bring thee. 
 Though my sins against me cried, 
 thou didst clear me; 
 and alone, when they replied, 
 thou didst hear me. 
 
 Seven whole days, not one in seven, 
 I will praise thee; 
 in my heart, though not in heaven, 
 I can raise thee. 
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Small it is, in this poor sort 

 to enrol thee: 
 e'en eternity's too short 
 to extol thee. 

George Herbert (1593-1633) 
 

THE BLESSING 
Christ, whose radiance fills the skies, fill you with radiance and 
scatter the darkness from your path 
Amen 
 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness,  
gladden your eyes and warm your heart. Amen 
 
Christ, the dayspring from on high,  
draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace. Amen 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
Be among you and remain with you always. Amen 
 

GO IN THE LIGHT AND PEACE OF CHRIST 
THANKS BE TO GOD 


