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Sunday before Lent - Transfiguration 14th February 2021 
 

W E L C O M E  T O  P R A Y I N G  T O G E T H E R  B U T  S E P A R A T E L Y  
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 

HYMN Bright the vision that delighted. sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Bright the vision that delighted 
 once the sight of Judah's seer; 
 sweet the countless tongues united 
 to entrance the prophet's ear. 
 
2 Round the Lord in glory seated 
 cherubim and seraphim 
 filled his temple, and repeated 
 each to each the alternate hymn: 
 
3 'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven; 
 earth is with its fulness stored; 
 unto thee be glory given, 
 holy, holy, holy, Lord.' 
 
4 Heaven is still with glory ringing, 
 earth takes up the angels' cry,  
 'Holy, holy, holy,' singing, 
 'Lord of hosts, the Lord most high.' 
 
5 With his seraph train before him, 
 with his holy Church below, 
 thus unite we to adore him, 
 bid we thus our anthem flow: 

 
6 'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven; 
 earth is with its fulness stored; 
 unto thee be glory given, 
 holy, holy, holy, Lord.'     Richard Mant (1776-1848) 
 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
 

I am in the presence of the Living God, Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

PSALM 50: 1-6.   R Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
The Lord, the most mighty God, has spoken and called the world from the 
rising of the sun to its setting. 
Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth; 
our God comes and will not keep silence. 
R Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
 

Consuming fire goes out before him  
and a mighty tempest stirs above him. 
He calls the heaven above and the earth,  
that he may judge his people: 
R Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
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‘Gather to me my faithful, 
who have sealed my covenant with sacrifice.’ 
Let the heavens declare his righteousness, 
for God himself is judge. 
R Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
 

CONFESSION 
When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in 
darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  Therefore in the light 
of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you, 
through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
We are heartily sorry, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  Amen 
 

ABSOLUTION  
The Lord enrich you with his grace, and nourish you with his blessing; 
The Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 
The Lord accept your prayers 
And absolve you from your offences,  
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
From whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
Who strengthens us with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered 
death upon the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may be 
strengthened to suffer with him and be changed into his likeness, from 
glory to glory. 
You know the disorder of our sinful lives: set straight our crooked hearts, 
and bend our wills to love your goodness and your glory 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

BIBLE READINGS: 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: 2 KINGS 2: 1-12 
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay 
here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went 
down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to 
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your 
master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” 
But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at 
Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I 
know; be silent.” 

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” 
But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of 
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both 
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were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, 
and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the 
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for 
you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a 
double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; 
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if 
not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and 
horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no 
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 4: 3-6 
 

A READING FROM THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS. 
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  In their 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God 
who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

HYMN      O God beyond all praising    (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 we worship you today 
 and sing the love amazing 
 that songs cannot repay; 
 for we can only wonder 
 at every gift you send, 
 at blessings without number 
 and mercies without end: 
 we lift our hearts before you 

 and wait upon your word, 
 we honour and adore you, 
 our great and mighty Lord. 
 
2 Then hear, O gracious Saviour, 
 accept the love we bring, 
 that we who know your favour 
 may serve you as our king; 
 and whether our tomorrows 
 be filled with good or ill, 
 we'II triumph through our sorrows 
 and rise to bless you still: 
 to marvel at your beauty 
 and glory in your ways, 
 and make a joyful duty 
 our sacrifice of praise. 
       Michael Perry (1942-1996). © Mrs B Perry/Jubilate Hymns 
 

THE GOSPEL READING:  MARK 9.2-9 
HEAR THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO MARK 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them 
up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth 
could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who 
were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, 
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one 
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the 
dead. 
 

SERMON  
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HYMN    Christ, whose glory fills the skies   (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 Christ, the true, the only light, 
 sun of righteousness, arise, 
 triumph o'er the shades of night; 
 day-spring from on high, be near; 
 day-star, in my heart appear. 
 
2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
 unaccompanied by thee: 
 joyless is the day's return, 
 till thy mercy's beams I see, 
 till they inward light impart, 
 glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 
3 Visit then this soul of mine; 
 pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
 fill me, radiancy divine; 
 scatter all my unbelief; 
 more and more thyself display, 
 shining to the perfect day. 
      Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

OUR PRAYERS  
Blessed are you Lord God our Father. 
You have revealed your hidden glory 
in the face of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
in Christ you have given us the hope of life eternal. 
 

Bless your Church, O Lord, with the radiance of your presence. 
In each place of worship may we bow before your glory. 
We ask you to transform with your brightness 
all those places where worship appears to be dull or lifeless. 
Fill all preachers and teachers with a vision of your glory. 
Silence 
 

Glorious God,  give us a glimpse of your glory. 

Lord of light, transform the dark places of the world by your presence. 
We remember all who live in slums and shanty towns, 
all who live among war and dereliction. 
Let the radiance of your presence bring hope to their lives. 
Silence 
 

Glorious God, give us a glimpse of your glory. 
 

Glorious God, fill our homes with your love and our lives with your glory. 
Be with us and all our loved ones and deliver us from darkness. 
Silence 
 

Glorious God, give us a glimpse of your glory. 
 

We remember all who suffer, all who are in hospital, 
all who are lonely and feel rejected, all whose lives are in a dark cloud. 
We think of those who are fearful of the future 
and those whose lives are full of sadness. 
Lord, may the light of your love transform their lives. 
Silence 
 

Glorious God, give us a glimpse of your glory. 
 

Give us a glimpse of your glory and awareness of your gift of eternal life. 
As we rejoice in the fellowship of all your saints, grant to our loved ones 
departed the joy and glory of your kingdom. 
Silence 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS 
God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
in their loneliness, be their consolation; in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; through him who suffered alone on the 
cross, but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

WE LISTEN TO A Song of the Light – Simon Lole. sung by St Martin’s Voices 
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Light of the world, in grace and beauty, 
mirror of God’s eternal face. 
Transparent flame of love’s free duty, 
you bring salvation to our race.  
 

Now as we see the lights of evening, 
we raise our voice in hymns of praise. 
Worthy are you of endless blessing, 
sun of our night, lamp of our days.  

      Phos Hilaron (from ‘Celebrating Common Prayer’) 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;      
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN      Shine, Jesus, shine. sung by St Martin’s Voices 
1 Lord, the light of Your love is shining, 
 in the midst of the darkness, shining: 
 Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us; 
 set us free by the truth You now bring us - 

 shine on me, shine on me. 
 Shine, Jesus, shine,  
 fill this land with the Father's glory;  
 blaze, Spirit, blaze,  
 set our hearts on fire.  
 Flow, river, flow,  
 flood the nations with grace and mercy;  
 send forth Your word,  
 Lord, and let there be light!  
 
2 Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 
 from the shadows into Your radiance; 
 by the blood I may enter Your brightness: 

set us free by the truth You now bring us 
 shine on me, shine on me. 
 Chorus  
 
3 As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
 so our faces display Your likeness, 
 ever changing from glory to glory: 
 mirrored here, may our lives tell your story - 
 shine on me, shine on me. 
 Chorus  
Graham Kendrick (born 1950) 
© 1987 Make Way Music, PO Box 263, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 5AP, UK. info@makewaymusic.com. International copyright secured.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

BLESSING  
May God keep you in all your days. 
May Christ shield you in all your ways. 
May the Spirit bring you healing and peace. 
May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you and pour upon you 
blessing and light. 
 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord


