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Fourth Sunday of Lent (Mothering Sunday) – 14th March 2021 
 

W E L C O M E  T O  P R A Y I N G  T O G E T H E R  B U T  

S E P A R A T E L Y  
 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
Today the theme of our service is Mothering Sunday and acknowledging 
and being thankful for the care, physical, emotional and spiritual, that we 
have received from literal and spiritual mothers.  
 

As we prepare to worship you may wish to have before you an item that 
reminds you of someone who cares for you. It might be a photo, a 
memento, a greeting card, etc. As you look at the item, give thanks to God 
for that person and the memories you have that are special to you.  
 

HYMN ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL.  sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

 All things bright and beautiful,  
 all creatures great and small,  
 all things wise and wonderful  
 the Lord God made them all. 
  
1 Each little flower that opens, 
 each little bird that sings, 
 he made their glowing colours, 
 he made their tiny wings:   Refrain  
 
2 The purple headed mountain, 
 the river running by, 
 the sunset and the morning 
 that brightens up the sky:    Refrain  
 

3 The cold wind in the winter, 
 the pleasant summer sun, 
 the ripe fruits in the garden, 
 he made them every one:    Refrain  
 
4 He gave us eyes to see them, 
 and lips that we might tell 
 how great is God almighty, 
 who has made all things well:   Refrain  
      Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895) 
 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
I am in the presence of the living God,  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

PREPARATION 
Loving God, we have come to worship you.  
All Help us to pray to you in faith,  
to sing your praise with gratitude,  
and to listen to your word with eagerness;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

A candle is lit  
 

We light this candle to remind us  
that the love of God is like a light in our darkness  
All Blessed be God for ever  
 

We praise you, our God, for all mothers  
who have loved and laughed and laboured  
as they cared for their children.  
All Blessed be God for ever  
 

We praise you, our God, for all mothers  
who have wept in sorrow and joy for their children  
All Blessed be God for ever 
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We praise you, our God, for Jesus.  
Born of a woman and nurtured in her love  
and for Mary, a reminder of Your patient, waiting love  
All Blessed be God for ever 
 

PSALM 127:1-4  
R THE LORD SHALL KEEP WATCH OVER YOUR GOING OUT AND YOUR COMING IN. 
Unless the Lord builds the house, 
Those who build it labour in vain. 
Unless the Lord keeps the city, 
the guard keeps watch in vain. R 
 

It is in vain that you hasten to rise up early 
And go to bed so late to rest, eating the bread of toil, 
For he gives his beloved sleep. 
Children are a heritage from the Lord 
And the fruit of the womb is his gift. R 
 

A PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
The confession is the time to recall all those things that move us further 
away from God: things we have done that we ought not have; things we 
haven’t done that we should have; things we know are wrong and have 
done anyway; things we don’t know are wrong, but that God doesn’t want 
us to do because God wants the best for us. 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:  
The first commandment is this:  
‘ Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
with all your soul, with all your mind,  
and with all your strength.’  
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  
There is no other commandment greater than these.  
On these two commandments hang all the law  
and the prophets.   All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

In the light and love of Christ let us call to mind our sin, our failure to value 
the love of others and our failure to love as Christ has loved us. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Your love gives us life from the moment of conception. 
We fail to live as your children. 
Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 

 

 You call us to do good.  
We seek our own good. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ have mercy. 

 

 You hear us when we cry for help.  
We ignore the cries of others. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 

 

ABSOLUTION 
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in His image to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Minister Let us declare our faith in God.  
All We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.  
 

We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with His love.  
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  
who strengthens us with power from on high.  
 

We believe in one God;  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY – THE COLLECT 
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,  
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,  
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:  
strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow  
we may know the power of your presence  
to bind together and to heal;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

BIBLE READING:  EXODUS 2.1-10 
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The 
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine 
baby, she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer 
she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; 
she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the 
river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her 
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds 
and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He 
was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ 
children,’ she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go 
and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the 
child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it 
for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and 
nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, 
and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I 
drew him out of the water.’ 
 

HYMN NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD.  sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 Now thank we all our God, 
 with hearts and hands and voices, 
 who wondrous things hath done, 

 in whom his world rejoices; 
 who from our mothers' arms 
 hath blessed us on our way 
 with countless gifts of love, 
 and still is ours today. 
 
2 O may this bounteous God 
 through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
 and blessèd peace to cheer us; 
 and keep us in his grace, 
 and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all ills 
 in this world and the next. 
 
3 All praise and thanks to God 
 the Father now be given, 
 the Son, and him who reigns 
 with them in highest heaven, 
 the one eternal God, 
 whom earth and heaven adore, 
 for thus it was, is now, 
 and shall be evermore. 
 

Nun danket alle Gott Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) translated by Catherine Winkworth 
(1827-1878) 
 

Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 1: 3-7 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, 
so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the 
consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the 
sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is 
abundant through Christ. If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation 
and salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your consolation, which 



 
 

4 

you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we are 
also suffering. Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you 
share in our sufferings, so also you share in our consolation. 
 

The Gospel Reading  John 19:25b-27 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, 
he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the 
disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her 
into his own home. 
 

SERMON  
 

THE CREED 
 Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven  
and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

HYMN FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH. sung by St Martin’s Voices 
1 For the beauty of the earth, 
 for the beauty of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 
 over and around us lies: 

 Lord of all, to thee we raise  
 this our sacrifice of praise.  
  
2 For the beauty of each hour 
 of the day and of the night, 
 hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
 sun and moon and stars of light:   Chorus  
 
3 For the joy of human love, 
 brother, sister, parent, child, 
 friends on earth, and friends above, 
 for all gentle thoughts and mild:   Chorus  
 
4 For each perfect gift of thine 
 to our race so freely given, 
 graces human and divine, 
 flowers of earth and buds of heaven:   Chorus  
      Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917) 
OUR PRAYERS 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. 
You have loved us from the beginning 
when you gave us life through our parents. 
You have showered blessings upon us 
through our homes and our loved ones. 
Blessed are you now and for ever 
 

We give you thanks for our own mother and all she has done for us. 
We thank you for her grace and goodness. 
We remember all who have cared for us in our church and society, 
all who have shared in our learning and loving. 
We ask you to bless the church to which we belong. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, as we are loved, help us to love. 
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We give thanks for all who are newly born into this world. 
We ask your blessing upon them, 
especially any who will suffer 
from neglect, violence or abuse. 
We remember all unwanted children, 
all who are vulnerable or in danger, 
all who are born into poverty or famine. 
We rejoice in the gift of life 
and the loving care that is around us. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, as we are loved, help us to love. 
 
Lord, thank you for our homes and loved ones. 
We thank you today especially for our mother 
and all loving relationships. 
As we are given tender loving care, 
let us show our appreciation by returning that love 
in the way we live and in our dealings with each other. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, as we are loved, help us to love. 
 

We remember, in your presence, 
all who are separated from their loved ones 
through illness or circumstance. 
We bring before you the needs of the homeless and refugees 
We pray for children who have been taken into care. 
 

Silence 
Lord, as we are loved, help us to love. 
 

God, comfort and strengthen 
all who have lost loved ones this year, 
especially those who have lost their mother or a child. 

We remember all our loved ones departed. 
We look forward in faith and in hope to the time 
when we can be at home with you in your kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.    by David Adams  
 
A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS 
God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
in their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE  
Minister Through the prophet Isaiah, God says  
“As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you”  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All And also with you
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Music for reflection 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;      
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

For the care of mothers  All Thanks be to God  
For their patience when tested  All Thanks be to God  
For their love when tired  All Thanks be to God  
For their hope when despairing  All Thanks be to God  
For their service without limit  All Thanks be to God  
 

Let us pray  
All Thank you God for the love of our mothers  
Thank you God for their care and concern;  
Thank you God for the joys they have shared with us  
Thank you God for the pains they have borne for us;  
Thank you God for all that they give to us  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

HYMN Tell out, my soul 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
 Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
 tender to me the promise of his word; 
 in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
 Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
 his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
 his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
 Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
 Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
 the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
 Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
 to children's children and for evermore! 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926) from Luke 1 vs46-55  
© administered by Oxford University Press in Europe (including UK and Ireland) and Africa, and by 
Hope Publishing Company in all other territories (including USA) 

 
May God who gave birth to all creation, bless us  
May God who became incarnate by an earthly mother, bless us  
May God who broods as a mother over her children bless us  
May almighty God bless us,  
Father Son and Holy Spirit   All Amen 

 


