
 
 

 

The Third Sunday of Easter  – 18th April 2021 
 

W E L C O M E  T O  P R A Y I N G  T O G E T H E R  B U T  S E P A R A T E L Y  
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 

HYMN: ALL HEAVEN DECLARES 
 
1 All heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord 
 who can compare with the beauty of the Lord? 
 Forever he will be the Lamb upon the throne. 
 I gladly bow the knee and worship him alone. 
  
2 I will proclaim the glory of the risen Lord, 
 once was slain to reconcile us to God. 
 Forever you will be the Lamb upon the throne; 
 I gladly bow the knee, and worship you alone.  
 
GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
As we settle before God, you may wish to light a candle as we will light the 
Paschal candle in church, to remind us of Jesus, the Light of the World. 
 
Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
Jesus stand among us in your risen power, 
Let this time of worship be a hallowed hour. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

BIBLE READINGS 
ACTS 3: 12-19 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Peter addressed the people, "You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had 
made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom 
you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 
decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One 
and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of 
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by 
faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you 
see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this 
perfect health in the presence of all of you. And now, friends, I know 
that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God 
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 
would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 
wiped out." 
This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM 4 
 
R: In peace, in peace I will lie down and sleep. 
Answer me when I call, 0 God of my righteousness; 
you set me at liberty when I was in trouble; 
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.  
How long will you nobles dishonour my glory; 
how long will you love vain things and seek after falsehood?  
R: In peace, in peace I will lie down and sleep. 
 
But know that the Lord has shown me his marvellous kindness; 
when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 
Stand in awe, and sin not; 
commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still.  
R: In peace, in peace I will lie down and sleep. 



Offer the sacrifices of righteousness and put your trust in the Lord.  
There are many that say, "Who will show us any good?" 
Lord, lift up the light of your countenance upon us. 
You have put gladness in my heart,  
more than when their corn and wine and oil increase. 
In peace I will lie down and sleep, for it is you Lord, only,  
who make me dwell in safety.  
R: In peace, in peace I will lie down and sleep. 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
Silence is kept. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION  
May the God of love and power, forgive us and free us from our sins, heal 
and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
BIBLE  READING 
1 JOHN 3:1-7 
A reading from the first letter of John 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will 
be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have 
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. Everyone who 
commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he 
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who 
abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 
Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 
HYMN: COLOURS OF DAY 
 
1 Colours of day dawn into the mind,  

the sun has come up, the night is behind. 
Go down in the city, into the street,  
and let's give the message to the people we meet. 

 So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 



 open the door, let Jesus return, 
 take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 
 tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 
  
2 Go through the park, on into the town; 
 the sun still shines on; it never goes down. 
 The light of the world is risen again; 
 the people of darkness are needing our friend. 
 So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 
 open the door, let Jesus return, 
 take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 
 tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 
  
3 Open your eyes, look into the sky, 
 the darkness has come, the sun came to die. 
 The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 
 but Jesus is living, and his Spirit is near. 
 So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 
 open the door, let Jesus return, 
 take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 
 tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 
 
GOSPEL READING: LUKE 24.36B-48 
While the eleven and their companions were talking about what they had 
heard, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with 
you." They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. He said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise 
in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 
me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have." And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, "Have you anything here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, "These 
are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you — that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 

psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things." 
 
SOME THOUGHTS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION:  
 
There is something in this passage that begs us to ask the question (as 
perhaps we do every year) of Why did Jesus die? Or even why did Jesus 
HAVE to die? Or even, why did God let Jesus die? Or further still, what 
difference did Jesus’ death make?  
 
These, and other similar questions help us get to the heart of the Easter 
story – and the heart of our faith. And in answering them, we can perhaps 
better explain our faith (to ourselves!) and to those who are seeking – the 
newcomers, the enquirers, the children and young people, the new to faith 
etc. Being able to explain what we think happened on the cross and in the 
tomb matters – to us, to our understanding of the Easter mysteries, and I 
hope and pray, draw us closer to the Divine nature of God.  
 
When I went to university to study Theology, people were worried I would 
lose my faith – studying faith and asking profound questions of it, was 
deemed risky and maybe something I should do with caution and some 
trepidation. I went away with trepidation about many things, but not 
losing my faith, after all if Jesus could rise from the dead, he could 
probably deal with my questions and doubts too! 
 
In today’s Gospel we are looking at the resurrected Jesus talking to the 
disciples, (Cleopas and his companion, have just hurriedly returned to 
Jerusalem to tell the disciples that he had seen Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus) and the disciples are talking about Simon Peter having seen Jesus 
too. So it is surprising that in this account when Jesus appears again, the 
disciples are terrified – Peter and Cleopas (and his friend) have already 
seen  the risen Lord, and Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary (mother of 



James) had been told by angels that Jesus was alive. So with all these who 
had witnessed the resurrection, why was the prevailing attitude of terror 
and shock? With the risen Jesus in front of them, were they doubting and 
terrified.  
 
Jesus as ever reassured them – it seems their terror was perhaps directed 
inwards. ‘If this man who was once dead is now stood in front of me, I 
must be losing my mind’ – that’s kind of terrifying! 
 
Jesus – reassured them by showing his wounds (now as a vicar I have been 
shown many wounds – it’s an odd part of ministry! Knee replacement 
scars, brain surgery scars, an amputated foot and rather alarmingly a hip 
replacement scar! And on no occasion was this reassuring!) But Jesus’ scars 
are reassuring – it is truly him in his wounded body. It is the Messiah – the 
one who was killed and dead and now dead now more. To prove his point 
further he eats some fish – he is not a ghost but a living breathing, once 
dead, man. A man who bears the scars of his crucifixion. The resurrection 
is not a magic time travelling trick that rewinds Jesus to pre-crucifixion 
time – but Jesus has moved through death, beyond death, beyond the 
tomb, where death is no more. Death is over. The victory is won.  
 
So, just like the disciples did, we ask why. Why did Jesus die? What 
difference does that make? Well, there are many theories on this – and 
theologians better than me can explain in detail. But, I will say, in my own 
words, that Jesus died and rose again to put an end to death and sin. God’s 
plan was never for death and sin to be part of our lives – but they are (and 
so often humanity chooses this way of living), and they weigh heavy, and 
their stain is ingrained. But in his death and in his life, Jesus showed a way 
of love and forgiveness. A way that means however bad it gets, however 
awful the sin, or the death, God will break through and new life is possible. 
Jesus defeated death – Jesus redeemed us all in his death. However, bad it 
is, God’s love will not end, will not leave us, and will never be weakened or 
defeated. For God cannot die – God cannot end; in God new life is always 
being brought forth.  
 

So why did Jesus die? To bring new life. To end death for all. To draw all 
people back to God. To end our death; yours and mine. To show God’s love 
was and is, stronger than anything else. Death is not the last word but a 
new beginning.  
 
In this week, when we mourn a collective loss of Prince Philip, we are 
reminded of our own loses, our own griefs. But, we are people of hope – 
people who have seen the scars of the crucifixion and who know they are 
born in a living Christ. A Christ who has opened not just the tomb but the 
gates of heaven for all God’s children. Amen.  

Kate Peacock 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
All   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
All   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



HYMN: SEEK YE FIRST 

 
1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, 
 and all these things shall be added unto you; 
 allelu, alleluia. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
2 You shall not live by bread alone but by every word 
 that proceeds from the mouth of God; 
 allelu, alleluia. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
3 Ask and it shall be given unto you, 
 Seek and ye shall find; 
 knock, and it shall be opened unto you; 
 allelu, alleluia. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Let us pray. 

The theme of our prayers is thy kingdom come, thy will be done.  

We pray for the world and our country. We pray Father that your kingdom 
will come here in this country and throughout the world. We pray that 
attitudes will be turned upside down. Tolerance will replace intolerance. 
Harmony will replace disharmony. Unity will replace disunity. Peace will 
replace violence. Love will replace hate.  

We pray for an end to this terrible pandemic which affects every nation. 
We pray that you will guide the leaders of the nations, their advisers, the 
scientists, the medics and us all as to the best way forward for each and 
every one.  

We pray for a new beginning and an expansion of your kingdom.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

We pray for your church. We pray that all those who call themselves 
Christians will be fully members of your kingdom. So often, Father, the 
church seems to be involved in having to deal with differences of opinion 
and misunderstandings between its members. We pray that your church 
will move forward in unity and love, with the emphasis always being on 
spreading the gospel of forgiveness, caring, healing love and new life with 
you. We pray in particular that your kingdom will be seen to be present in 
the quintet of churches, in particular, we pray that you will guide us all as 
the country opens up again and more activities become possible in our 
churches. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

We pray for ourselves. We pray that as members of your kingdom, we will 
conduct our lives in accordance with your will. We pray, in particular, for 
guidance to get our priorities right so that you come first. That trust, faith 
and peace will replace worry and fear that we will show love to all whom 
we meet and that we will never be tempted to deny our relationship with 
you.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

A prayer for healing. Father, we pray that your kingdom of healing will 
come to those who are unwell, distressed or lonely. We pray for your 
healing love. We pray for strength and guidance that we will provide care 
where it is needed. In a short time of silence, we bring before God any 
known to us personally who are suffering at this time.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

A prayer for those who mourn. Father, we pray that your kingdom of hope 
will come to those mourning the loss of loved ones. At this time we pray, in 
particular, for the Queen and all members of the Royal family as they 
mourn the loss of Prince Philip. We pray that you will give them strength, 
hope and peace.  

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.  



Finally, we pray that we will leave this service with a renewed willingness 
to help in spreading your kingdom so that your will is done on earth. 
Amen.  

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 
and also with you. Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION: I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 
 
A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS 
God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
in their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
THE CONCLUSION 
Let us pray for the coming of the kingdom in the words our Saviour taught 
us 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed by your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE FINAL HYMN  
 
1 Christ triumphant 

Christ triumphant, ever reigning, Saviour, Master, King, 
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, hear us as we sing: 
Yours the glory and the crown, 
the high renown, the eternal name. 

 
2 Word incarnate, truth revealing, 



Son of Man on earth. 
Power and majesty concealing 
by your humble birth: 
Yours the glory and the crown, 
the high renown, the eternal name. 

 
3 Suffering servant, scorned, ill treated, 
 victim crucified! 
 Death is through the cross defeated, 
 sinners justified: 
 Yours the glory and the crown, 
 the high renown, the eternal name. 
 
4 Priestley King, enthroned for ever 
 high in heaven above! 
 Sin and death and hell shall never 
 stifle hymns of love; 
 Yours the glory and the crown, 
 the high renown, the eternal name. 
  
5 So, our hearts and voices raising 
 through the ages long, 
 ceaselessly upon you gazing, 
 this shall be our song; 
 Yours the glory and the crown, 
 the high renown, the eternal name. 
 
BLESSING 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life  Amen. 
 

God the Son,  
who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory,  
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.    Amen. 
 
God the Holy Spirit,  
whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples,  
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.   Amen. 
 
Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. In the name of Christ,  Amen 
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