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Easter Day  Sunday 4th April 2021:  
 

Welcome to Praying Together but Separately 
 

WELCOME 
 

HYMN      Jesus Christ is risen today.      sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

  Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia.  
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia.  
 who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia.  
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia.  
 

  Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia. 
 unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia. 
 who endured the Cross and grave, Alleluia. 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia. 
 

  But the pains that he endured, Alleluia. 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia. 
 now above the sky he's King, Alleluia. 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia. 
   Surrexit Christus hodie Anonymous Latin, Lyra Davidica (1708),  

   Compleat Psalmodist (1749 Arnold), Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
 

GREETING 
The Lord be with you.  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
I am in the presence of the Living God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of glory, by the raising of your Son  
you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

PSALM 118.1-2, 14-24 

R: I will give thanks to you, for you have become my salvation. 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
his mercy endures for ever. 
Let Israel now proclaim,  
‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 
R: I will give thanks to you, for you have become my salvation. 
 

The Lord is my strength and my song,   
and he has become my salvation. 
Joyful shouts of salvation   
sound from the tents of the righteous: 
‘The right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds; 
the right hand of the Lord raises up;   
the right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds.’ 
R: I will give thanks to you, for you have become my salvation. 
 

I shall not die, but live and declare the works of the Lord. 
The Lord has punished me sorely,   
but he has not given me over to death. 
R: I will give thanks to you, for you have become my salvation. 
 

Open to me the gates of righteousness,   
that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord;   
the righteous shall enter through it 
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
and have become my salvation. 
R: I will give thanks to you, for you have become my salvation. 
 

The stone which the builders rejected   
has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made;   
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
R: I will give thanks to you, for you have become my salvation. 
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INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
Silence is kept. 
 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. All   Lord, have mercy. 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. All   Christ, have mercy. 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

THE ABSOLUTION  
May the God of love and power, forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.  All   Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  
All   Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

BIBLE READINGS:    FIRST READING: Acts 10.34-43 
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realise how true it is that God does not 
show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do 
what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, 
telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You 
know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John preached – how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and 
healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with 
him. “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem.  
 

They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him from the 
dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all 
the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen – by us who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed 
as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 
 

HYMN  Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!  sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 Now is the triumph of our King! 
 To the whole world glad news we bring:  Alleluia! 

 

The Lord of life is risen for ay: 
 bring flowers of song to strew his way; 
 let everyone rejoice and say:  Alleluia! 

 

Praise we in songs of victory 
 that love, that life which cannot die, 
 and sing with hearts uplifted high:  Alleluia! 

 

Thy name we bless, O risen Lord, 
 and sing today with one accord 
 the life laid down, the life restored:  Alleluia! 

Cyril A Alington (1872-1955). © Sir Richard Mynors 
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Second Reading    1 Corinthians 15.1-11 
Brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel 
you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, 
you have believed in vain.  
 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to 
more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom 
are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one 
abnormally born.  
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I 
am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked 
harder than all of them – yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 
Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you 
believed. 
 

John 20:1-18  
Alleluia, alleluia. I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living 
one; I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.  Alleluia. 
 

Hear the gospel of the Lord according to John. 
 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  

Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 
saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But 
Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look  

into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him. ”When she had 
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 
Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him 
in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).Jesus said to her, “Do not 
hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
This is the gospel of the Lord, Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SOME THOUGHTS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION:  
John, the Gospel writer, chooses his words with great care and does not 
write everything about Jesus, but rather only what is important for us to 
know (John 21:25).  
In the resurrection story we have today John tells the story to outline his 
knowledge of the resurrection in such a way as not to leave us with any 
confusion. He often does this in the smallest of details that have such 
importance and joy for us.  
One of these details is what he said about the cloth, the shroud, that Jesus 
was wrapped in at his burial.   When we look at his words about the shroud 
it is good to remember that it is only John who has the story of Jesus bringing 
Lazarus back from the dead. In fact there is a lot to be said in recalling to 
mind the details of that story in the light of the one we have before  us today 
(John 11).  
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The first time that the shroud is mentioned is in verse 5. We hear how the 
other disciples beat Peter to the tomb as they ran together. John says he 
looked in but does not say that the tomb is empty, rather John tells us that 
the disciple saw the shroud lying there on the ground. In other words, John 
wants us to focus on this detail which is the greatest of importance as to 
what has happened. The shroud is mentioned again in verse 6; it is as though 
John is making sure that we do not miss what is being said.  
John has Peter running into the tomb. John does not say that Peter found 
the tomb empty.  No, John says Peter saw the linen wrappings – the shroud. 
And then in the verse 7 John speaks of the shroud again when he tells us 
that there was also the linen cloth which had been covering Jesus’ face at 
the burial.  
The climax of this one detail is the way in which John tell us how this cloth 
that covered Jesus’ face was rolled up neatly and left on the ground for all 
to see verse 7. 
 

So why might have John gone to so much trouble to speak three times about 
the shroud? Well, just in the same way that John tells us that Jesus was 
speared with a lance, so it cannot be disputed that Jesus really did die and 
did not just seem to die (John 19:34).. Now he is doing something similar 
concerning Jesus’ resurrection.  
 

John, when speaking about the shroud in the tomb, is telling us that Jesus’ 
body was not stolen by Jesus’ enemies as indicated in Matthew 27:62-66. 
For what enemy would remove the body from the shroud before  carrying  
it away? The fact that the cloth, which was put on Jesus’ face at the burial, 
was also there and is  folded up neatly,  only  reinforces  the point that Jesus’ 
body had not been stolen; Jesus had in fact risen!  
 

It is almost as though John wants us to imagine the resurrected  Jesus  
removing  the shroud himself,  maybe with the help of an angel, and placing  
the shroud down carefully and with purpose before leaving the tomb.  
 

What John is showing us here is miles away from that moment when Lazarus 
comes forth from his tomb bound by the wrapping of the shroud and Jesus 
has to tell the people to go to free him  (John 11:44).  
 

Finally, the story of the two disciples at the tomb sets the scene for the next 
story concerning Mary in our Bible reading today.   
Look how John uses the same method in his story telling when he speaks of 
Mary taking hold of Jesus’ living resurrected body in verse 17.  
 

John is saying to us, “And don’t think either that Jesus is a ghost, a 
disembodied spirit.”   Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
 

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
All   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
All   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN  Love’s redeeming work is done  sung by St Martin’s Voices 
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  fought the fight, the battle won: 
 lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er! 
 lo, he sets in blood no more! 
 

  Vain the stone, the watch, the seal! 
 Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
 death in vain forbids his rise; 
 Christ has opened Paradise. 
 

  Lives again our glorious King; 
 Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
 Dying once, he all doth save; 
 where thy victory, O grave? 
 

  Soar we now where Christ has led, 
 following our exalted Head; 
 made like him, like him we rise; 
 ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
 Praise to thee by both be given: 
 thee we greet triumphant now; 
 hail, the Resurrection Thou!   Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

CREATIVE PRAYER ACTIVITY FOR AT HOME 
Today you will see many symbols of the Resurrection, maybe a Spring 
flower, blossom or new leaves on a tree, an Easter egg, a butterfly, a ray of 
sunlight. When you see one or more, say in your heart or out loud, “ He is 
Alive!”  You will find that you will smile as you say this, just as Jesus’ 
followers did when they realised that he was indeed risen from the dead 
on the Day of Resurrection. 
 

OUR PRAYERS  
Jesus, thank you for the joy of this day that you have placed within our 
hearts. As we look into our own heart may we see signs of your 
resurrection within us as did your disciples when they went inside the 
tomb. Give us the confidence  to go back to the Jerusalem of our lives with 
Mary and say, “I have seen the Lord”. 

Lord in your mercy, hear my prayer. 
 

Jesus, I thank you for your great love for us all. The love that is always with 
us and never dies. For you have conquered death and risen from the tomb. 
Jesus we thank you that you take our hearts and give them new life. Take 
any darkness from our hearts and fill them with your resurrected light and 
joy.  
Lord in your mercy, hear my prayer. 
 

Jesus through your resurrection from the dead you tell the world that love 
and goodness will always overcome what is destructive  and selfish. 
We pray that the heart of the world may be full of kindness and concern for 
people everywhere, particularly those who are sad and those who are 
broken and need your help. For all the many people and their families in 
such pain and distress because of the virus we pray.  
Lord in your mercy, hear my prayer. 
 

Jesus, in the face of death and in the light of your resurrection we know we 
are never truly alone. Grant your joy to those who have died and have gone 
before us in the faith. Place within us in the power of the one who spoke to 
Mary in her fear and tears the words of life and peace. 
Lord in your mercy, hear my prayer. 
 

Jesus you know our hearts better than we know them ourselves. 
Bless our homes and our families, all who live with us and all who live far 
away. Help us all to know you better and walk with you more closely so that 
we may know more deeply that you have risen from the dead in our hearts  
Lord in your mercy hear my prayer. 
 

A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS 
God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
in their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 



 6 

but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Merciful father, accept these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

THE PEACE 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 
All   and also with you. Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 

MUSICAL INTRO 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;      
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.    

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN   Thine be the glory.  sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

  Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son; 
 endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son:  
 Endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won.  
 

  Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
 lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
 Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
 for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
 Refrain  
 

  No more we doubt thee, glorious prince of life! 
 Life is nought without thee; aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
 Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
 Refrain  

 Edmund L Budry (1854-1932), translated by Richard B Hoyle (1875-1939) 
 

THE BLESSING.   Alleluia. Christ is risen. All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life  Amen. 
 

God the Son, who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory,  
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.    Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples,  
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.   Amen. 
 

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. In the name of Christ,  Amen 


